[image: image1.jpg]NORTHERN IRELAND INTEGRATED
MANAGED LEARNING ENVIRONMENT



 Recommendations for pilot course cohorts

_____________________________________________________________________


Introduction

The Project Team has been working towards the selection of pilot course cohorts.  We looked at a wide range of subject areas, including those that had been previously suggested by consortium members, and have chosen four to evaluate more closely.

Multimedia

The following types of course are represented:

· Single Award (AVCE)

· HNC

· HND

· Diploma

· Foundation Degree

· BSc top up (one and one third years)

· BSc Honours (three years)

Multimedia courses are held in four of the five consortium institutions, namely:

· Belfast Institute

· North Down and Ards

· University of Ulster

· Queens University Belfast

North West is the only college that does not offer a specific course in multimedia. However they do run a HND in Business and Computing where multimedia is an optional module.

Since multimedia is a fairly specialised subject area it will lend itself well to the pilot cohorts. Mapping the pathways and progression routes for this finite area will not prove too difficult, and as such will allow us more time to look at the other services.

Some pathways are clearly defined articulations, for example the HNC/D courses at BIFHE feed directly into the BSc in UU and the FD at NDAI can be topped up at QUB to a BSc. In other cases there is no definite progression route specified but the regional MLE could still be measured in terms of its effectiveness in providing relevant and up to date information.

Foundation Degree (dual nationality) students are referred to several times in the bid and are a good example of the transfer and progression of students from FE to HE. These courses will provide an excellent opportunity to explore the how the regional MLE promotes student transfer and progression.

Although we have not done any in depth research with regards to student numbers or demographics, we would hope to have a wide cross section of students represented (age, gender, background and so on).

Nursing

The following types of course are represented:

· Bridge

· Access

· BSc Honours

· Diploma

Nursing courses are held in four of the five consortium institutions, namely:

· Belfast Institute

· North West Institute

· University of Ulster

· Queens University Belfast

North Down and Ards do not offer any specific courses in nursing, although there are a number of courses that may lead to nursing qualifications, for example HNC/D in Care Studies.

Nursing is a very wide area in terms of the types of qualifications and courses and therefore may be too complex to use in the pilot. Progression routes would probably prove difficult to map since there are so many options and ways into nursing. 

In terms of student demographics, nurses tend to be female and since we are hoping to work with a wide cross section, this may be another reason for not choosing nursing cohorts for the pilot stage.

Sport

The following types of course are represented:

· HNC

· HND

· BSc Honours

· BA Honours

Sports related courses are held in four of the five consortium institutions, namely:

· Belfast Institute

· North Down and Ards

· North West Institute

· University of Ulster

Queens University Belfast is the only institution that does not offer any courses in sports studies or sports science. In addition, Queens University does not run any courses where sport or sport related subjects are optional modules.

The subject area of sport is well represented in the three FE colleges but since it is not offered in any way at one of the two universities, we would prefer not to select it for the pilot course cohorts.

Mechanical Engineering

The following types of course are represented:

· HNC

· HND

· BEng

Pure mechanical engineering courses are held in three of the five consortium institutions, namely:

· North Down and Ards

· Queen’s University Belfast 

· University of Ulster

North West and Belfast Institute offer mechanical engineering as part of their HND that includes manufacturing.

The subject area of mechanical engineering is well represented in both FE and HE but the types of course are quite restricted. 

This subject area might also restrict the pilot student cohort since the demographics are predominantly male.

Selection Criteria

1. Courses run in all consortium institutions

2. Wide range of course type (e.g. access, foundation degree, HND, degree)

3. Ability to plot defined pathways

4. Staff buy-in

5. Demographics (age, gender etc)

6. No existing information services available

Mapping the NIIMLE services to the possible course cohorts

	Services
	Multimedia
	Sport
	Mechanical Engineering
	Nursing

	A Personalised student portal
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Progression routes / subject pathways
	(
	Fewer pathways
	Fewer pathways
	Complex pathways

	‘Next’ institution prospectus information
	(
	(
	(
	(

	A mentor at the ‘next’ institution
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Dual nationality students
	(
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Key Skills Assessment
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Next course details
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Careers information
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Next institution
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Regional Information
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Application Information
	(
	Information is already widely available
	Information is already widely available
	Information is already widely available

	Transcript and PDP
	(
	(
	(
	Complicated transcript


Conclusion

Based on the above selection criteria, we recommend using Multimedia for the pilot cohort. The Project Team would like to achieve broad approval to go ahead with this, pending formal approval at the next Steering Group meeting. We are keen to begin discussions with course co-ordinators and other relevant staff within the consortium institutions, to reaffirm the suitability of a multimedia cohort.

Later progression will involve:

1. Broadening the pilot cohort to include other institutions within the same subject area

2. Expanding into other subject areas for all institutions
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